
SIM Board of Directors Meeting Minutes                                                                              
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

The Board of Directors of Sacramento Insight Meditation, Inc. (SIM) held its scheduled 
in-person Board meeting on Tuesday, November 17, 2015, at the Sacramento Friends 
Meeting House, 890 57th Street, Sacramento, California.  Board members in 
attendance were Dennis Warren (President), Brian McKinsey (Vice President), Barbara 
Colton (Secretary), and Renee Kunz and Diane Wilde, members-at-large. Lynelle 
McNiel (Treasurer) was absent. Joette Sebastiani, SIM representative to the SDC 
Board, was also present. Board President Dennis Warren, who presided at the 
meeting, distributed an agenda. A record of the important actions taken during the 
meeting follows.  

SDC  

The Board met with Joette Sebastiani from 6:55 until 7:25. The MOU Amendment 
requested by the SDC was discussed. Joette provided an update on the SDC 
building search. 

Joette also reviewed with the Board the SIM needs at Friends in 2016. She will 
provide the Friends with the complete schedule. 

Prior to discussion of the remaining agenda, there was a five-minute sitting, followed 
by oral review of Board Participation as Dharma Practice with the reading aloud of 
the “Statement of Principles.”  

Additions to Agenda 

In addition to confirming SIM needs at Friends in 2016, an update of the 12 
Step program, and discussion of potential new Board members were added 
to the agenda. 

Minutes 

The Board approved the minutes of the October meeting as presented in the 
attached draft version. 
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Fiscal  

 Treasurer’s Report 

In the absence of the treasurer, Lynelle McNiel, the Treasurer’s reported was 
deferred until the December meeting. 

In light of Lynelle’s expressed desire to resign as SIM Treasurer, Renee 
expressed her willingness to step into the position. The Board approved 
Renee as the SIM Treasurer, effective immediately. 

 SIM Bookkeeping & Accounting System  

Lynelle, Dennis, and Jaana (current financial coordinator) met with a partner 
of Thompson and Noble, an accountancy firm with experience working with/
for nonprofit organizations, to discuss bookkeeping and accountancy issues 
and SIM needs. Dennis, Lynelle, Jaana, and Renee will meet on November 
24 with an accountant with whom SIM will be working to begin the process 
of implementing Quickbooks for SIM accounting purposes.  

Dana Bowl Placement 

A decision was reached at the October meeting to return the dana bowl to 
the table in the foyer. 

Board Retreat Follow Up 

Items related to the SDC MOU were discussed, including a draft 
Memorandum to SDC. 

The Board discussed a number of potential candidates for the SIM Board. 
Board members who have copies of the Candidate questions used during the 
last Board member recruitment process will share those with all Board 
members for review. The process was discussed. Renee will contact the 
candidate who has recently volunteered to serve on the Board. 

Other  

The Board discussed ways of encouraging new and continuing attendees at 
sangha events, primarily sitting and dharma talks, to feel welcomed and 
acknowledged. The Board voted to prepare name tags for all who come to 
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SIM, with “permanent” name tags available for those who regularly attend, 
and with (temporary?) name tags prepared for new attendees on the spot. 

(Is this what we decided? Did not have the name of whoever agreed to 
obtain the name tags, or when this would start?) 
  

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, December 17, 2015.  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Barbara Colton 

Secretary to the Board 

December 10, 2015 

y, December 15, 2015 


