
 

SIM Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes                                                                             
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

The Board of Directors of Sacramento Insight Meditation, Inc. (SIM) held its scheduled 
in-person Board meeting on Tuesday, December 15, 2015, at the Sacramento Friends 
Meeting House, 890 57th Street, Sacramento, California.  Board members in atten-
dance were Dennis Warren (President), Brian McKinsey (Vice President), Barbara 
Colton (Secretary), and Renee Kunz and Diane Wilde, members-at-large. Joette Sebas-
tiani, SIM representative to the SDC Board, and James Barnes were also present. 
Board President Dennis Warren, who presided at the meeting, distributed an agenda. 
A record of the important actions taken during the meeting follows. 

The meeting began at 7:10 pm with a sitting, followed by the reading of the 
Board Participation Guidelines. 

Review of agenda; additional items. 

A discussion of the use of name tags on Thursdays was added to the agen-
da; the discussion took place at the time the item was added. Diane sug-
gested using temporary name tags for the upcoming potluck on December 
17. Brian will make an announcement at the potluck requesting a volunteer 
to coordinate the preparation of name tags. 

Minutes of the November meeting. 

The minutes from the November meeting were approved with the incorpora-
tion of the edits proposed by Renee. 

SDC   

Joette and Dennis reported on activities and issues related to the SDC. The 
SDC Building committee has expanded the search area to include areas fur-
ther east and further south than the area originally designated. Dennis and 
Diane reported on a building in the expanded area that they believe would 
fully meet the criteria required by SIM. 

Diane and Dennis reported on a meeting with SDC Executive Committee in 
which they reviewed SIM’s needs with the committee. Dennis and Diane re-
ported that the meeting went well, with an honest discussion of the past, 
current, and future relationship between SIM and SDC.   
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Brian reported on his attendance at a  meeting with the full SDC Board on 
December 8, at the home of Susan Orr, SDC Board president. Brian indicated 
that his presence at the meeting was received very positively, and that the 
SDC Board requested that a SIM Board member attend each monthly SDC 
Board meeting. Brian indicated that he had found the meeting useful, and 
that he would be interested in attending in the future. 

Dennis reported on the Building Selection Criteria Agreement  that included a 
“secrecy provision,” and the reasons for it, and about other provisions. He 
also reviewed the SDC purpose statement as reflected in the articles and by-
laws. 

Executive Session 

The Board entered into executive session at 8 pm. After discussion and ac-
tion, the Board resumed open session at 8:40 pm. 

Fiscal  

Renee and Dennis provided an update on the progress of implementing  a 
bookkeeping & accounting system that will allow an accurate, comprehen-
sive,  less labor intensive, and readily accessible means of tracking all of 
SIM’s income and expenditures, as well as records needed for tax reporting. 
Jaana, the fiscal coordinator, Lynelle, former treasurer, and Dennis met with 
Marilyn (last name?), the professional bookkeeper who will be assisting in 
the development and implementation of the “new” system. This system, 
which will be based on using Quickbooks will allow: 1) preparation of tax re-
turns for 2015 (and future years); 2) a system for tracking dana and all oth-
er income accurately, including the preparation of yearly “tax letters” to 
donors; 3) revised accounting procedures.

The  review of 2011-14 SIM Financial Summaries was deferred until a future 
meeting. 

The Board confirmed that all dana from Thursday evening December 17th – 
the seasonal potluck event—will be given to the SIM St. John’s program/
meal preparation. 

   



Board Membership Nominations 

The Board discussed the nominations of Cathy Vigran and Michael Halfhill for 
Board positions, and decided to interview both candidates on January 3 if 
they are available. Dennis will contact the candidates to determine their 
availability. 

Other Issues For Consideration 

All items below were deferred to January 2016. 

 Volunteer Training & Support System  

 Assignment of Board Liaisons – Pending Until 2016 

 Training Retreat – Half Day – Timing 

 Thursday Evening Procedural Issues 

 E News  

  Report on Reformatting Efforts 

 Request for Reordering of Some E News Content 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, January 19, 2016 

Respectfully submitted 

Barbara Colton 

January 14, 2016 


